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BSTRACT

Dvaita philosophy of Madhvacarya is a popular one till today and he is regarded as the founder of Vaishnava
tradition of Indian philosophy. He has also shown the world that through devotion one can be blessed with the
love of Lord Visnu and also attain liberation. As a prolific writer, Madhvacarya wrote a number of works, of which
thirty-seven have been collectively called Sarvamila. Among his independent works Dvadasa stotra is very
famous. It is believed to have been composed by Madhva at the time of his acquisition of the image of Sri Krsna,
which is installed in the Matha of Udupi. According to Madhva Lord Visnu is the Supreme Reality. He equates
Brahman, the Supreme Being with Lord Visnu. He states that Visnu is not just any other Lord, but rather the
singularly all-important Supreme Reality. Visnu is always the primary object of worship, with all others regarded
as subordinate to Him. In this stotra he also praises Lord Visnu and explains the importance of Bhakti. An
attempt is made in this paper to portray Visnu and Visnu Bhakti in Dvadas$a stotra.
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RESEARCH PROBLEM

According to Madhva Lord Visnu is the Supreme Reality. He equates Brahman, the Supreme Being with Lord
Visnu. He states that Visnu is not just any other Lord, but rather the singularly all-important Supreme Reality.
Visnu is always the primary object of worship, with all others regarded as subordinate to Him. In this stotra he
also praises Lord Visnu and explains the importance of Bhakti. An attempt is made in this paper to portray Visnu
and Visnu Bhakti in Dvadasa stotra.

METHODOLOGY

analytical,descriptive
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CONTENT

Introduction

Dvaita philosophy of Madhvacarya is a popular one till today he is regarded as the founder of Vaishnava
tradition of Indian philosophy. He has also shown the world that through devotion one can be blessed with the
love of Lord Visnu and also attain liberation. As a prolific writer, Madhvacarya wrote a number of works, of which
thirty-seven have been collectively called Sarvamila. Among his independent works Dvadasa stotra is very
famous. It is believed to have been composed by Madhvacarya at the time of his acquisition of the image of Sri
Krsha, which is installed in the Matha of Udupi.

According to Madhvacarya Lord Visnu is the Supreme Reality. He equates Brahma, the Supreme Being with
Lord Visnu. He states that Visnu is not just any other Lord, but rather the singularly all-important Supreme
Reality. Visnu is always the primary object of worship, with all others regarded as subordinate to Him. In this
stotra he also praises Lord Visnu and explains the importance of Bhakti. An attempt is made in this paper to
portray Visnu and Visnu Bhakti in Dvadada stotra.

Delineation of Visnu and Visnu bhakti in Dvadasa stotra

Dvadasa stotra is a series of 12 cantos composed by Madhvacarya, the greatest among the leading Vaisnavite
philosophers. These 'twelve' cantos are in praise of Lord Visnu and is said to abridge the doctrine of Dvaita to a
great deal of depth. This work contains 126 verses. According to Dasgupta’, it contains 130 verses. Visnu, the
Supreme soul, the world and the individual souls are accepted as real entities in Dvaita. One of the major
contributions of Madhvacarya to Indian philosophy is the firm assertion concerning the identification of Brahman,
the Supreme Being with Lord Visnu. Madhvacarya attempts to synthesize the Lord of religion and the Absolute
of philosophy through Bhakti. It is the eternal love for God with full awareness of His eminence.

Visnu as the God of protection must have been worshipped by humans in this earth in some shape or other from
time immemorial. Visnu, is a great Lord of the Hindu trinity. The aryans who spoke Sanskrit coined the word
'Visnu'2. The term Visnu is derived from the root Vis ie; to pervade. It refers to one who is all pervasive in time,
space and metaphysical attributes of Reality, omnipresence and infinite blissfulness. Visnu is the attribute of the
Lord Narayana®, who resides in water. Visnu is said to lounge on a sea of milk or water as 'Nara' means 'water'
in Sanskrit. Manu mentions that spirit of God moving in water is called Narayana. Madhvacarya states that
Visnu is always the primary entity of worship, and all others are considered as inferior to Him.

In the first canto of Dvadasa stotra the following points are mentioned regarding Lord Visnu.

o Lord Visnu's glories are revealed by the Vedas.

o His other names like Vasudeva, éripati, I$a and others are depicted.

o Even Brahmd and other deities have not been triumphant in enumerating all the attributes of the Lord.

o Visnu's graceful and warm-hearted elegance directed towards the devotee puts an ending to the vicious
circle of transmigration in which the latter is caught and brings about his absolution.

TR AT FERMRIB |
AR SE TR GEaSahod | ¢ |

Canto Il explains the chief aim of Lord Visnu ie; to fulfil the longing of the devotee. Visnu is devoid of gunas
namely sattva, rajas and tamas and having auspicious attributes are mentioned. He is considered as the
remover of nescience and the supreme among Brahma, Siva and others and is considered as the creator of
Universe. He is regarded as the controller and doer of all and is not created by anybody. Visnu's embodiment is
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gazed at by Indira's profound, devotion-dense, divine, side-glances, whose goal lies in accomplishing our
aspirations.

Ifeafne srafet aftmanmg Y |
AR ST ARV =T || 31

Canto lll is a summary of Madhvacarya's teachings. This canto exemplifies that Lord Visnu alone is
Supreme and alone is the preceptor. He is the father, mother and the refuge of the Universe. No one is equal to
Hari. "Bahavah purusah purusapravaro haririthyavathath svayameva harih™. "Souls are multitudinous, among
the sentient Hari is the Supreme". The devotee is exhorted to give up all the attachments in the world and must
concentrate on Hari who is the embodiment of external happiness.

PR YShYd ° A AT A ERfargaf-rRyR Jad |
&R R RRT R TR SFIERFERFL 1| 91l

Madhvacarya defines Bhakti as the eternal love for God. "Snehapurvakamanusandhanam dhruva
smritirbhaktih"™®. There can be no real devotion to Hari without a real sense of moral purity, sincerity of purpose
and detachment from worldly happiness. Bhakti is considered as the only panacea for getting rid of worldly
troubles. Purity of life is the outcome of Visnu Bhakti and Visnu Jnana. Visnu is called by various names like
Hari, Govinda, Madhava, Damodara, Krsna etc:-

In the IVth canto Madhvacarya vindicates the visible, sensible and intelligible world. World is the manifestation
of divine thought. Lord Visnu has many wonders and his omnipotence represents Supremacy. Removal of our
internal enemies such as passion, lust, anger etc:- is a sinequa non to the act of Bhakti to Lord Visnu.

ARTRERIEMTEER: RABARTRT: T]H: |

JIORTRYT: AhHeTRA(eR: HHAIRIGITHISTY 7: 1 9 |l

Vth canto begins with an invocation to Vasudeva, as the twelve forms of Lord starting from Keéava to Damodara
are praised. It is the Vasudeva form of Visnu that brings about final liberation of the soul. It is said that there is no
difference between the original form of Visnu and his manifested forms in various incarnations.

Mg MG RAR T2 G e a-Ehd Uig |
Y] oty TR afae T AgeT auf{er Jyen || ¢ ||

In the VIth canto Madhvacarya explains the ten incarnations of Visnu like Matsya, kurma, Varaha, Narasimha,
Vamana, Srirama, Balarama, Paragurama, Srikrsna and Kalki are explained.

AP SHAIGATRRI ded R TRAEa-8d |

HRAERID FIERYRI elehafdiRes aa=vd |l 4 |l

The VlIth canto is devoted to the glorification of the divine consort of Visnu ie; Lakshmi.

IREIR TR EIRRTFRTE A o IR BT AT SR |

TN STUTSITATHTTR HRSATH AT IRT: T Iehuatac@otic =AM || 9 |l

The whole process of creation, sustenance and destruction of the Universe, fortune and bliss are all regulated by
the benign grace of Lakshmi who derives all her greatness from Visnu.
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Visnu is proclaimed by all the Vedas and is the subject matter of discussion among the scholars and is the
fulfiller of all that is sought after by the devotees. This is wonderfully mentioned in the VIlith canto.

gCH N HERGRAIGHT HCYNCKIRING (SRMNE) ROTHIRIH_ |
IR TRISE AU S ATREU[SHUS 1T aRIaH Il 2 |

Madhvacarya says that our life is a gift and a duty. Therefore, all our actions and thoughts have the worthiest
aim of gratifying Visnu who, in fulfilment of the devotees committed total surrender, showers grace leading to
beatific vision.

The ten incarnations of Lord Visnu are praised again and again in the IXth canto. Madhvacarya explained this
again because he wants to establish the fact that there is no fundamental difference between the real and the
incarnated forms of the Lord. Visnu is considered as the import of the holiest philosophical debate, immaculate,
ever shining prime cause of the Universe, source of unfolding and decadence of the entire world and the root
cause of transcendental ecstacy.

TS e IRYEHRYT TRYHIC(TH He #H IRV |
YT AT TRAFRIGNT STQehepRYT IFRARAY || 94 ||

In the Xth canto Madhvacarya is praising Visnu again and again by considering him as the surpasser of
trigunas, unique supporter of all, bestower of boons, contriver of causes, giver of death and life, possessor of
impeccable glory, omnipotent etc:-Gleams of euphorial of articulation can be seen in this canto leave an
ineradicable feeling on the mind of bibliomaniacs.

Again, Visnu is praised in the Xlth canto by Madhvacarya. Visnu is considered as the source of all divinities and

is free from infirmities. Visnu is proclaimed everywhere in the Vedas and is depicted as the destroyer of the
delusion of the virtuous.

IRACIE R afeRfcmgdaH: |
I U8 a8 IREHERIG! Srvfa=ared Il 3 1l

Madhvacarya concludes this canto with a fervent hope that the devotee who recites the hymns may attain the
state of blessedness, the highest goal of all human endeavors.

In the XlIth canto the recital of the prayer rises to a crescendo. Madhvacarya is asking to Lord Visnu to shower

down the moonlight of bliss. Atlast Madhvacarya brings up that there is no other deity superior to Lord Visnu and
none is equal to him. Verily, he excels the host of all sentient selves.

T ERMafE a8 |

FAGIRY WRAFEARE || Q|

FINDING AND CONCLUSIONS
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Inorder to understand the various schools of Vedanta the Dvaita school of Vedanta is most popular till today.
Madhvacarya is regarded as the founder of Vaishnava tradition of Indian thought. As a prolific writer, Madhva
wrote a number of works, of which thirtyseven have been collectively called Sarvamula. Among his works
Dvadaga stotra is much popular even today. In this stotra he exemplifies the true spirit of modesty and sublimity
by commanding that every individual shall consider always himself as a servant at the feet of Visnu, who is the
embodiment of all perfection. Lord Visnu is omniscient, omnipotent, perfect, eternal, extremely subtle and
immutable. He also says that purity of life is the result of true devotion and knowledge.

The idea of a supreme personal God esteemed as the creator and regulator of the world as the guide and the
liberator of the souls serves as a different psychological need as far as Dvaita metaphysics is concerned.
Madhva harmonises religious, ethical and philosophical views while depicting his concept of Visnu in Dvadasa
stotra. Though the metaphysical talents reflect pluralistic trend his theistic concept is monistic in nature.

It is here that devotional stotras like Dvadasa stotra help us to regain our balance. Fulfiment can be approached
in many ways. Of these Bhakti is the easiest and best. And to deepen the feeling of devotion Madhva who is
devotion embodied can be our able guide.

END NOTES

1- HISTORY OF INDIAN PHILOSOPHY,VOL 4,P.89

3- MURALIDHAR MOHANTY,ORIGIN AND DEVELOPMENT OF VISNU CULT,PRATIBHA
PRAKSHAN,DELHI 2003,P.19

5- MADHVACHARYAS BRAHMASUTHRABHASHYA 1.1.1

2- HISTORY OF VAISHNAVISM IN SOUTH INDIA BEFORE SANKARA,K.VAIDYANATHAN,P.1
4- KOWLAGI SESHACHAR,DVADASHASTOTHRAM OF SRI MADHVACHARYA,2-8

BIBLIOGRAPHY

1. DASGUPTA S N, HISTORY OF INDIAN PHILOSOPHY, VOL 4, MOTILAL BANARASSIDASS, 2000

2. KVAIDYANATHAN, HISTORY OF VAISHNAVISM IN SOUTH INDIA BEFORE SANKARA, 1, RASHTRIYA
SANSKRIT VIDYAPEETHA TIRUPATHI, 2002

3. MURALIDHAR MOHANTY, ORIGIN AND DEVELOPMENT OF VISNU CULT, 1, PRATHIBHA

PRAKASHAN DELHI, 2003
4. KOWLAGI SESHACHAR, DVADASHASTOTHRAM OF SRI MADHVACHARYA, 1, SRI RAMAKRISHNA

MATH CHENNAI, 2000
5. KT PANDURANGI, MADHVAS PHILOSOPHY OF THE VISNU FAITH, 1, DVAITA VEDANTA

FOUNDATION,BANGALORE, 1992

©2021 Prajnabharati - International Journal page 5/5


http://www.tcpdf.org

